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It is mainly for this reason that legislation on the lines of Regula-
tion lAA is likely to end in a cul-de-sac. If the leaders have no
strong following they are not dangerous and no special legislation
is needed for them ; if they are dangerous such legislation may
do more harm than good.
Another possible solution is the setting up of a special Tribunal
in the place of the ordinary criminal court to deal with strikers.
It may be remembered that in Australia it is the Commonwealth
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, not a criminal court, that
has power to impose penalties. However, this idea found no
favour with the English legislator in the last war. The hope
expressed by Mr. Humbert Wolfe x that the Munitions Tribunals
of 1915-18 would become a permanent part of the English
judicial system has not been realized. The Pit Tribunals estab-
lished in Durham and Yorkshire to deal with absenteeism, which
will be discussed below, are of a different character.2
After the completion of this chapter, similar conclusions have
been drawn in an admirable letter to The Times 3 by Sir Lynden
Macassey, whose outstanding contributions to the settlement of
labour questions during the 1914-18 war are well known : -
You cannot imprison the whole of a large body of strikers. Alter-
natively, to pick out a selected few and make examples of them only
elevates them into popular martyrs. When proceedings are taken,
courts of summary jurisdiction hesitate to convict, knowing that, if
imprisonment does result, things will happen as in Manchester. So
the rule of law ... is brought into public disrepute and under-
mined.
II.   ABSENTEEISM AND OTHER OFFENCES UNDER THE ESSENTIAL
WORK ORDER.4
Under the Essential Work (General Provisions) Order, 1941,
and Defence Regulation 58AA various powers of great impor-
tance are given to the Minister of Labour and National Service
and his officials. They may direct workers to take up a parti-
cular job with a particular employer or they may refuse permis-
1 Op. cit. p. in.
2 The suggestion has been made that the National Service Officers should be
given the right and the duty to fine strikers automatically according to a fixed scale
for every day of an illegal strike ;  see J. C. Johnstone, Daily Telegraph and Morning
Post, Aug, 5, 1943.
8 The Tims, Jan. 27, 1945.
4 On the contents of this Order and the way it works see Worker's Pocket Series
JVb. 10 (srd ed., May 1943) ; Gertrude Williams, 'The Price of Social Security (1944),
pp. 96 et seq.; People in Production, by Mass-Observation, Chapters XVI and XXXIV.